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THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS UPON US: 

THANKSGIVING, ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 

 

Dear Church Family: 

 

The holiday season begins!  Already the shopping 

centers are filled with Christmas decorations even 

though the temperature outside is far from being 

cool.  The secular world has begun its commercial 

intrusion into the sacred space of the Incarnation. 

 

This week we will celebrate Thanksgiving. Take a 

few minutes this week to look for the miracles that 

God has presented to you.  They are all around; 

however, sometimes we fail to see them.  For some 

of us, the miracles are very large. For others, they 

may be small.  But all of them are miracles 
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nevertheless.  You just have to open your eyes, and 

see what God has done for you this past year.  

You’ll be amazed!  Remember to thank God. 

 

On Sunday, 27 November we begin the season of 

Advent, four weeks of reflection and expectation.  

We look back, we look forward and we look to the 

present.  We recall the time when Israel waited 

patiently for the coming of the Messiah as we look 

forward to Christ’s coming again in great glory 

while we prepare for the yearly celebration of the 

Feast of the Incarnation, Christmas. 

 

An ancient hymn captures the tone of Christmas: 

 

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere 

the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, he the 

source, the ending he, 

Of the things that are, that have 

been, and that future years shall 

see, 

Evermore and evermore! 

 

O that Birth for ever blessed when 

the Virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bare 

the Savior of our race; 

And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 

first revealed his sacred face, 
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Evermore and evermore! 

 

—Christmas hymn based on a Latin poem by 

Aurelius Prudentius (348-413) 

 

I wish you a Happy Thanksgiving, a prayerful 

Advent and a joyous Christmas. 

 

Your servant in Christ,  

 

The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Vicar 

 

 

 
 
 

The Daily Reflections may always be found at 
http://staugustineofhippogalveston.blogspot.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://staugustineofhippogalveston.blogspot.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=960&bih=407&tbm=isch&tbnid=tSdcoofDaVgGHM:&imgrefurl=http://forums.macrumors.com/showthread.php?t=1268753&docid=G9Wgco8qwKn1JM&imgurl=http://www.damav.com/hol/christmas/coloring/christmas_manger.gif&w=553&h=441&ei=19vKToaQI6GosALO5O0n&zoom=1
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Hope, Joy, Peace and Love 
ADULT EDUCATION ADVENT SERIES 2011 

 

During the four Sundays in Advent, we will 
explore the Advent themes of: 
 

Hope: In hope we are saved; we pray 
that we abide in hope. 

Peace: O, Prince of Peace, come and 
grant the world your peace. 

Joy:   Joy to the world, the Lord is 
come. 

Love:  God is love.  God created us and 
redeemed us out of love. 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Rom. 15:13 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=advent+wreath+clipart&hl=en&biw=960&bih=407&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=XeLu2glZxcR-pM:&imgrefurl=http://silk.net/RelEd/01122003.htm&docid=3_VRYZeDZnd-YM&imgurl=http://silk.net/RelEd/graphics/4-aw.gif&w=200&h=220&ei=MrrLTsPqCqPJsQLJqr3zDg&zoom=1
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Community garden report 

 

 

 
 
A lot is happening and planned for this fall.  First of 
all, many fall gardens have been planted, and that 
is inspiring after our brutal summer.  This is our 
best vegetable gardening season; hopefully we will 
get some good crops. 
 
The Yard Sale raised $500 for the garden.   
 
Have you noticed red Christmas ornaments in the 
garden?  Lee Runion passed along a tip about 
putting red Christmas ball ornaments on tomato 
plants before there are red tomatoes.  The birds 
supposedly learn early on that those “red things” in 
the gardens are not edible and don’t peck our 
tomatoes.  Try it! 
 
New volunteer:  One of our neighbors down the 
street is an elementary school student in need of a 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=vegetable+gardens&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=917&bih=403&tbm=isch&tbnid=UgGZZNUqWu9FoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ufseeds.com/Planting-a-Garden-Urban-Farmers1.html&docid=fYZXcSKiylbDAM&w=452&h=300&ei=h4KUTtb3EoSDsgK-g7zvAQ&zoom=1
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volunteer project as encouraged by his school. We 
are very pleased and honored to have this young 
volunteer doing watering and weeding in the 
garden.  (And he brings along his father and 
brother who help as well.)  Please introduce 
yourself if you run into them, and, of course, thank 
them. 
 
Happy gardening! 
 
Karen Lehr 

 

 
 

THE SAINT OF THE MONTH: ST. NICHOLAS 
BISHOP OF MYRA (4TH CENTURY) 

6 DECEMBER 
 

By James Kiefer 
 

Nicholas was a native of the western part of what is now 
Asiatic Turkey. He became Bishop of Myra in the fourth 
century, and there are many stories of his love for God and 
for his neighbor. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=st.+nicholas+of+myra&hl=en&biw=960&bih=407&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=Q-7WqgE8MaSk3M:&imgrefurl=http://stnicholasofmyraorthodoxchurch.wordpress.com/about-us/about-st-nicholas-of-myra/&docid=wPjhSnYI-S6vlM&imgurl=http://stnicholasofmyraorthodoxchurch.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/st-nicholas-of-myra.jpg&w=500&h=661&ei=a7zLTtqtHrT_sQKRuvnoDg&zoom=1
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The best-known story involves a man with three 
unmarried daughters, and not enough money to provide 
them with suitable dowries. This meant that they could not 
marry, and were likely to end up as prostitutes. Nicholas 
walked by the manȭs house on three successive nights, and 
each time threw a bag of gold in through a window (or, 
when the story came to be told in colder climates, down 
the chimney). Thus, the daughters were saved from a life 
of shame, and all got married and lived happily ever after. 
 
Because of this and similar stories, Nicholas became a 
symbol of anonymous gift-giving. 
 
Let us pray:  Almighty God, in your love you gave your 
servant Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name for deeds of 
kindness both on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that your 
Church may never cease to work for the happiness of 
children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the 
help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU! 

Thank you to everyone who made the Fish 
Fry, Yard Sale and Television Raffle a great 
success.  The proceeds from the Fish Fry will 
help the major maintenance fund, the 
proceeds from the Yard Sale will benefit 
the Community Garden while the proceeds 
from the raffle will go to help the victims of 
the wildfires in Bastrop.  Together we can 
make a difference! 
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REMEMBER THAT EVERY 

 SECOND SUNDAY IS 

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH SUNDAY 

WITH THE CARLOS WILLIAMS TRIO 

 

If St. Augustine is a place where you can 

truly worship, why not spread the Good 

News, and invite your friends to join us in 

the celebration.  Every second Sunday of 

the month is òBring a Friend to Church 

Sundayó with the Carlos Williams Trio , 

Manna .  Bring someone you love and 

share the joy of Jesus Christ!  

 
 

EVERY FOURTH SUNDAY IS JAZZ SUNDAY 

WITH TRADITIONAL JAZZ MUSIC BY THE 

CHOSEN VESSELS 

 
ñIf we Christians would join the Wise Men, we 

must close our eyes to all that glitters before the 

world and look rather on the despised and foolish 

things, help the poor, comfort the despised, an d 

aid the neighbor in his need. ò 

 

ðMartin Luther  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thediaperbagdiaries.com/images/musical_notes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thediaperbagdiaries.com/Kids__Music_List.php&usg=__Dy0OTnA8jcTssgM8bdBsX-EXysY=&h=666&w=1657&sz=32&hl=en&start=7&sig2=hVU1cLYbLcvTmNXRtOwTjg&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=YbIpwVa05sL5BM:&tbnh=60&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=musical+notes&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=Ltu0S6GBKoXGlQfaioF5
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ideiasinspiradoras.files.wordpress.com/2009/08/jazz.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gamespot.com/users/Goriza/show_blog_entry.php?topic_id=m-100-25777427&usg=__5j9NYNULlW2-qVPYPsqXWb4gk8k=&h=301&w=391&sz=13&hl=en&start=8&sig2=7W3DOhqX3v0IA9bfMOm8Sg&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=nulc6c30xJDKZM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=123&prev=/images?q=jazz&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=g9m0S5zDCoG8lQfkx7GSAQ
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The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of the Diocese of 

Texas 

The Rt. Rev. Dena Harrison, Bishop Suffragan 

The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Vicar 

Alicia Gaskin, Bishop’s Warden 

Andrew Pierce, III, Junior Warden 

Melva Pope, Treasurer 

Angela Lemons, Clerk of the Bishop’s Committee 

Sherman Boyer, Music Ministry 

Betty Robinson & Idell Guidry, Altar Guild 

Lee Runion & Tammie Taylor, Annual Art Show 

Karen Lehr, Biehl Community Garden 

Alicia Gaskin, Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Lee Runion, Saturday Art Classes 

Raul Sanchez, SASS 

Jillian Bain, Women’s Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=celtic+cross+clip+art&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=960&bih=407&tbm=isch&tbnid=DRVIv5wvVjCOtM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ireland-fun-facts.com/free_celtic_cross_clipart.html&docid=oAXL2D9PDO5ZfM&imgurl=http://www.ireland-fun-facts.com/images/complex_celtic_cross.jpg&w=400&h=566&ei=HcvLTr-gGIWEsgKK5ojLDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=0&sig=115623469690674778495&page=1&tbnh=76&tbnw=54&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0&tx=29&ty=44

