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THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS UPON US:
THANKSGIVING, ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

Dear Church Family:

The holiday season begins! Already the shopping
centers are filled with Christmas decorations even
though the temperature outside is far from being
cool. The secular world has begun its commercial
intrusion into the sacred space of the Incarnation.

This week we will celebrate Thanksgiving. Take a
few minutes this week to look for the miracles that
God has presented to you. They are all around;
however, sometimes we fail to see them. For some
of us, the miracles are very large. For others, they
may be small. But all of them are miracles
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nevertheless. You just have to open your eyes, and
see what God has done for you this past year.
You’ll be amazed! Remember to thank God.

On Sunday, 27 November we begin the season of
Advent, four weeks of reflection and expectation.
We look back, we look forward and we look to the
present. We recall the time when Israel waited
patiently for the coming of the Messiah as we look
forward to Christ’s coming again in great glory
while we prepare for the yearly celebration of the
Feast of the Incarnation, Christmas.

An ancient hymn captures the tone of Christmas:

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere
the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega, he the
source, the ending he,

Of the things that are, that have
been, and that future years shall
see,

Evermore and evermore!

O that Birth for ever blessed when
the Virgin, full of grace,

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bare
the Savior of our race;

And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,
first revealed his sacred face,
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Evermore and evermore!

—Christmas hymn based on a Latin poem by
Aurelius Prudentius (348-413)

| wish you a Happy Thanksgiving, a prayerful
Advent and a joyous Christmas.

Your servant in Christ,

The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Vicar

The Daily Reflections may always be found at
http://staugustineofhippogalveston.blogspot.com/
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Hape, oy, Ponce and Looe

ADULT EDUCATION ADVENT SERIES 2011

During the four Sundays in Advent, we will
explore the Advent themes of:

Hope: In hope we are saved; we pray
that we abide in hope.

Peace: O, Prince of Peace, come and
grant the world your peace.

Joy: Joy to the world, the Lord is
come.

Love: God is love. God created us and
redeemed us out of love.

May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Rom. 15:13
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COMMUNITY GARDEN REPORT

A lot is happening and planned for this fall. First of
all, many fall gardens have been planted, and that
is inspiring after our brutal summer. This is our
best vegetable gardening season; hopefully we will
get some good crops.

The Yard Sale raised $500 for the garden.

Have you noticed red Christmas ornaments in the
garden? Lee Runion passed along a tip about
putting red Christmas ball ornaments on tomato
plants before there are red tomatoes. The birds
supposedly learn early on that those “red things” in
the gardens are not edible and don’t peck our
tomatoes. Try it!

New volunteer: One of our neighbors down the
street is an elementary school student in need of a
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volunteer project as encouraged by his school. We
are very pleased and honored to have this young
volunteer doing watering and weeding in the
garden. (And he brings along his father and
brother who help as well.) Please introduce
yourself if you run into them, and, of course, thank
them.

Happy gardening!

Karen Lehr

THE SAINT OF THE MONTH: ST. NICHOLAS
BISHOP OF MYRA (4™ CENTURY)
6 DECEMBER

By James Kiefer

Nicholas was a native of the western part of what is now
Asiatic Turkey. He became Bishop of Myra in the fourth
century, and there are many stories of his love for God and
for his neighbor.
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The best-known story involves a man with three
unmarried daughters, and not enough money to provide
them with suitable dowries. This meant that they could not
marry, and were likely to end up as prostitutes. Nicholas
walked by the man& house on three successive nights, and
each time threw a bag of gold in through a window (or,
when the story came to be told in colder climates, down
the chimney). Thus, the daughters were saved from a life
of shame, and all got married and lived happily ever after.

Because of this and similar stories, Nicholas became a
symbol of anonymous gift-giving.

Let us pray: Almighty God, in your love you gave your
servant Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name for deeds of
kindness both on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that your
Church may never cease to work for the happiness of
children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the
help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A BIG THANK YOU!

Thank you to everyone who made the Figh
Fry, Yard Sale and Televison Raffle a great
auccess The proceedsfrom the Figh Fry will
help the major maintenance fund, the
proceeds from the Yard Sale will benefit
the Community Garden while the proceeds
from the raffle will go to help the victims of
the wildfires in Bagrop. Together we can
make a difference!
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REMEMBER THAT EVERY
SECOND SUNDAY IS

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH SUNDAY
WITHTHE CARLOS WILLIAMS TRIO

If St. Augustine is a place where you can
truly worship, why not spread the Good
News, and invite your friends to join us in
the celebration. Every second Sunday of
the month is 0Bring a Friend to Church
Sunday 6 with the Carlos Williams Trio ,
Manna . Bring someone you love and
share the joy of Jesus Christ!

EVERY FOURTH SUNDAY IS JAZZ SUNDAY
WITH TRADITIONAL JAZZ MUSIC BY THE
CHOSEN VESSELS

filf we Christians would join the Wise Men, we
must close our eyes to all that glitters before the
world and look rather on the despised and foolish
things, help the poor, comfort the despised, an d
aid the neighbor in his need. 0

o Martin Luther
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The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of the Diocese of
Texas
The Rt. Rev. Dena Harrison, Bishop Suffragan
The Rev. Chester J. Makowski, Vicar
Alicia Gaskin, Bishop’s Warden
Andrew Pierce, Ill, Junior Warden
Melva Pope, Treasurer
Angela Lemons, Clerk of the Bishop’s Committee
Sherman Boyer, Music Ministry
Betty Robinson & Idell Guidry, Altar Guild
Lee Runion & Tammie Taylor, Annual Art Show
Karen Lehr, Biehl Community Garden
Alicia Gaskin, Prayer Shawl Ministry
Lee Runion, Saturday Art Classes
Raul Sanchez, SASS
Jillian Bain, Women'’s Bible Study
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